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I think President Bush has thrown up
his hands. This was his last budget.
This was the best that he could do.
And, unfortunately, it fell too short.

I want to thank you, my colleague,
for sharing this time. I look forward to
participating with you further in the
future.

And I want to thank you, Mr. Speak-
er, for giving me this time during the
30-Something Working Group.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Ms. CLARKE,
you are a proud member of the 30-
Something Working Group.

And, Mr. Speaker, as I mention a lot
on the floor, we just don’t come to the
floor and say, hey, let’s go to the floor
and talk to our colleagues, let’s give a
floor speech. Actually, there are is
number of meetings that take place in
gathering this information to make
sure that it is factual. And I think the
reason why we are a solid tree in the
forest, the 30-Something Working
Group, on both sides of the aisle and
dealing with the executive branch is
that we do our homework. We don’t
just come to the floor to say things
that we think sound good. It’s actually
something backed up by fact, not fic-
tion. And I think it’s important. If we
were to play more in the fact versus
fiction arena, I think we would get a
lot more done here in Washington, DC.

Some of the things that we talked
about in the stimulus package, just to
recap, are things that are not there.
There were some unemployment issues
that folks wanted in there. There were
some infrastructure issues and putting
Americans to work, need it be building
bridges or building roads or what have,
to put Americans to work.

Also, there was a great discussion
about green collar jobs. When you talk
about green collar jobs, a lot of folks
hear that out in the political world,
but I don’t think people really break it
down to what it really means. And
those jobs where we can reduce energy
costs in many of our communities. For
instance, if you have a flat or an an-
gled roof, trying to put sod on the top,
seal it off and put sod on the top to
bring that heating and also cooling
cost down, that will be a green collar
job. That won’t be an overseas job.
That will be a job where someone could
have dropped out of high school or
graduated from high school, those that
went on and received a 4-year edu-
cation, those who went on to a mas-
ter’s, doctorate’s, architect’s, all of
these folks will be employed through
those kinds of efforts.

We have had an economy, Mr. Speak-
er and Ms. CLARKE, that has been real-
ly based on borrowing, when you think
about it. The economy has been set to-
wards your taking out that second
mortgage to keep the economy going,
cutting interest rates to encourage
more borrowing. Back in the old school
not too far along, I remember when
folks wouldn’t buy a car unless they
could pay for it. Now it’s just common
to say what’s that interest rate, or is
this the rebate I get back from the
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company? And then now I'm all into
this thing for 5 or 6 years, and in some
instances for some Americans so they
can have transportation to move their
kids around and make it to their job, 9
years. I have some constituents that
are out there for 9 years on a car loan.
So it’s a serious situation, and it is
something that is an accepted practice
now.

When you have a home, of course,
getting a loan, you know you will get
some equity. Hopefully, that value will
go up. But because of the economy, be-
cause of the slowdown in the housing
market, values are not going up on
homes. So some people are losing, and
that’s the reason why we have this
whole mortgage piece. Folks got ex-
cited again with subprime mortgages,
getting people into homes that they
couldn’t afford, and we are in this situ-
ation on a borrowed economy. So I
think it’s important to be able to
break that, to be able to have an econ-
omy based on jobs, not borrowing.

And that’s the reason why it’s impor-
tant that folks pay very close atten-
tion on whom they elect to be the next
President of the United States, that
they pay very close attention to those
they have already elected to be able to
govern here in this House and in the
Senate, because you shouldn’t forestall
this off to January of next year when
the next President, he or she, raises
their hand on the west side of the Cap-
itol and swear to uphold the Constitu-
tion of the United States. We know
that the President sets forth the budg-
et. We know we also have a say here in
the House. The Senate has a say. We
should exercise that.

I think, Ms. CLARKE, your presen-
tation was right on target. And I'm
glad you said that I was being kind, be-
cause I am glad that Brooklyn is rep-
resented once again, making sure that
people know what they need to know.

With that, Mr. Speaker, we’re going
to continue to work on this issue of the
budget. We want to come back and get
into further detail as it relates to in-
centives that are out there for small
businesses and also for families that
are eligible for rebates, working fami-
lies, and also continue to shed light on
the Bush tax cuts that are out there. I
think it’s important that people pay
very close attention. How did we get to
those recordbreaking deficits, giving
people tax breaks that they didn’t ask
for. And that is not turning over into
the economy, because if it was turning
over into the economy, we would not
have had to pass a stimulus package.
We wouldn’t be on the floor talking
about some of the issues that we are
facing right now.

So we are about solutions. That’s
why we come to the floor this time of
night, with the Democratic majority
that’s willing to work in a bipartisan
way with the Republican minority to
be able to do what’s best on behalf of
the American people.

With that, Mr. Speaker, we would
like to encourage the Members, if they
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have any comments or anyone has any
comments based on the presentation
tonight, to e-mail us at
30SomethingDems@mail.house.gov.
With that, Mr. Speaker, it was an
honor addressing the House once again.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. ORTIZ (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of busi-
ness in the district.

———————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. COHEN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HINCHEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. LEE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PRICE of Georgia) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. TiMm MURPHY of Pennsylvania, for
5 minutes, February 14.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia, for 5 minutes,
today.

————————

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House reports that on February 12, 2008
she presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill.

H.R. 3541. To amend the ‘Do-not-call’ Im-
plementation Act to eliminate the auto-
matic removal of telephone numbers reg-
istered on the Federal ‘do-not-call’ registry.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock p.m.), the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Thursday,
February 14, 2008, at 10 a.m.

—————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5321. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Liberia that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13348 of July 22,
2004, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5322. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six
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